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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Amersham  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1952. 

The  outstanding  event  of  the  year  was,  without  doubt,  the  survey 
of  the  combined  Amersham  and  Chesham  District  Councils’  areas, 
conducted  by  the  Mass  Radiography  (Reading)  Unit  of  the  Oxford 
Regional  Hospital  Board.  From  the  details  given  on  pages  21  to  24 
of  this  Report  it  will  be  seen  that  during  each  of  the  six  weeks  when 

the  Unit  was  available  at  six  different  stations  in  the  Rural  District, 

\ 

the  average  weekly  attendances  exceeded  the  calculated  weekly  work- 
ing capacity  of  the  Unit,  and  this  in  spite  of  the  adverse  conditions 
mentioned  in  the  Report.  Also,  it  was  estimated  that  the  Unit  could 
profitably  have  remained  in  the  areas  working  at  this  level  or  even 
above  it,  for  an  extended  period  of  another  four  weeks.  The  pre- 
arranged time-table  cf  the  Unit  unfortunately  prevemed  this.  The 
volunteer  response  of  4,816  at.endances  for  Amersham  and  a total  of 
8,977  for  the  joint  areas  during  a short  period  was,  in  my  view,  con- 
vincing evidence  of  the  welcome  response  given  to  the  survey  by  the 
inhabitants  of  the  two  districts.  This  response  also,  in  my  view,  fully 
and  finally  disposes  of  the  fallacy,  sail  persistently  held  in  some 
quarters,  that  “too  many  of  our  modem  arrangements  for  the  early 
.ascertainment  of  disease,  such  as  mass  radiography,  are  calculated 
rather  to  alarm  the  public  than  to  enlighten  it.” 

Invaluable  too  was  the  assistance  given  by  the  Unit  in  the  investi- 
gation of  special  groups  as  and  when  required. 

Judged  by  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease,  which  during  the 
year  was  low,  the  general  health  of  the  community  was  good.  There 
was  no  case  of  diphtheria  in  the  civilian  population  notified  to  me 
during  the  year,  thus  making  1952  the  sixth  year  in  succession  during 
which  no  case  has  been  notified  within  the  Council’s  district.  There 
were,  however,  fourteen  cases  of  poliomyelitis,  and  I have  taken  the 


opportunity  of  reviewing  the  present  position  in  so  far  as  these  two 
communicable  diseases  are  concerned.  For,  diphtheria  “still  kills,”  as 
experience  in  a northern  city  shows:  the  victims  are  usually  young 
children  between  five  and  six  years  of  age  and  are  not  immunized. 
It  seems  that  immunization  is  the  price  we  have  to  pay  for  freedom 
against  diphtheria.  With  regard  to  poliomyelitis,  it  may  be  said  that 
the  outcome  in  this  disease  has  not  been  so  well  or  so  generally  under- 
stood as  it  might  be.  In  the  prevention  of  this  disease,  there  has  not 
been  the  same  good  fortune  in  discovering  a preventive  measure  as 
there  has  been  with  two  other  virus  diseases,  viz:  small-pox  and 
yellow-fever.  At  present,  however,  it  seems  that  there  is  a secure  basis 
for  renewed  hope  that  a safe  and  effective  mode  of  prevention  will  be 
found  against  poliomyelitis. 

Such  communal  services  as  water  supplies,  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal,  food  hygiene,  housing  and  pest  control  indicate  the  nature 
and  degree  of  control  imposed  upon  the  physical  environment  of 
modem  man.  These  services  are  sometimes  referred  to  collectively 
as  environmental  hygiene.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  pages  of  this 
Report,  except  for  one  or  two  areas  where  main  drainage  is  urgently 
required,  the  services  mediating  this  control  have  worked  adequately 
and  safely  during  the  past  year. 

In  conclusion  I would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
willing  co-operation  that  the  clerical  and  inspectorial  staffs  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  have  given  me  in  all  aspects  of  the  work 
throughout  the  year. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  P.  EVANS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Healths 
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SECTION  I. 


42,560 
46,233 
12,675 

Rateable  Value  of  Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  £333,285 

Sum  Represented  by  Id.  Rate  ...  ...  £1,312  14s.  5d. 

Amersham  Rural  District  comprises  an  area  of  about  72  square 
miles.  It  lies  in  the  South-Eastern  portion  of  the  County  of  Bucks., 
is  situate  about  25  miles  from  London  and  ranges  over  two  spurs  of 
the  Chiltem  Hills. 

Its  characteristic  physical  features  are  its  well  wooded  slopes  and 
hills.  Its  social  conditions  may  be  described  as  those  due  to  agricul- 
tural, residential  and  industrial  factors.  Until  1939,  the  increase  in 
population  was  mainly  due  to  its  being  a London  dormitory,  but  since 
then  there  has  been  a steady  flow  of  selected  light  industry  into  the 
neighbourhood  which  has  absorbed  a high  proportion  of  locally 
available  labour.  Its  proximity  to  London  has  also  tended  to  give  rise 
to  the  development  of  several  well  marked  urban-type  communities 
within  the  rural  boundaries. 

* Despite  the  recent  establishment  of  selected  light  industries  in  the 
district,  several  agencies,  including  the  Council  itself,  have  co-operated 
to  preserve  large  tracts  of  woodlands  for  their  amenity  value.  The 
provisions  of  the  Green  Belt  Act  and  similar  powers  have  enabled 
large  areas  of  the  district  to  be  preserved  within  the  Greater  London 
Planning  Region. 

On  the  whole  therefore  it  may  be  said  that  whilst  there  is  a limit 
to  the  possible  development,  there  is  increasingly  a tendency  toward 
the  better  balance  of  the  agricultural,  industrial  and  residential  factors 
in  the  area. 

The  area  of  the  Amersham  Rural  District  is  46,233  acres. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  resident  population  for 
1952  was  42,560. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  the  Rate  Book  at 
the  end  of  1952  was  12,675. 

The  rateable  value  of  all  hereditaments  in  the  District  on  31st 
December  was  £333,285  and  the  product  of  a penny  rate  for  the 
financial  year  1952-3  was  £1,312  14s.  5d. 

2.  Births. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

Birth  Rate:  England  and  Wales 

(a)  Live  Births: 

Legitimate  

Illegitimate  


• • • 

• • • • • • 

14.0 

• • • 

• • • • • • 

15.3 

Males 

Females 

Total 

284 

287 

571 

14 

11 

25 

GENERAL  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS 

1.  Statistics  and  Vital  Statistics. 

Population 

Area  (Acres)  of  District 

Number  of  Habitable  Houses  (per  Rate  Book) 
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Males 

Females 

Total 

(b)  Still  Births: 

Legitimate  

8 

2 

10 

Illegitimate  

— 

— 

— 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  births 

• • • 

• • • 

18.4 

Males 

Females 

Total 

(c)  Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes 

— 

— 

__ 

(d)  Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of 

age 

• • • 

• • • 

11 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

5 

6 

11 

Illegitimate  

— 

— 

— 

(e)  Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

... 

8 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  

3 

5 

8 

Illegitimate  

— 

— 

— 

Infant  Mortality:  All  Infants  per  1,000  live 

births 

18.5 

England  and  Wales  per  1,000  related  births 

27.6 

Deaths 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population 

... 

9.0 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales 

• • • 

• • • 

11.3 

Causes  of  Death 

Males  Females 

Total 

1.  Heart  Diseases 

36 

28 

64 

2.  Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

8 

11 

19 

3.  Bronchitis 

7 

3 

10 

4.  Pneumonia  ... 

11 

5 

16 

5.  Meningococcal  Infection  ... 

1 

— 

1 

6.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

7 

Lt 

4 

7.  Cancer 

32 

33 

65 

8.  Diabetes 

9.  Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory 

1 

1 

2 

System 

5 

1 

6 

10.  Leukaemia  Aleukaemia 

3 

— 

3 

11.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ... 

1 

5 

6 

12.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

25 

31 

56 

13.  Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

20 

33 

53 

14.  Influenza 

— 

1 

1 

15.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

— 

1 

16.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  duodenum  ... 

7 

2 

9 

17.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

1 

1 

18.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

5 

— 

5 

19.  Suicide 

1 

3 

4 

20.  Congenital  Malformations  ... 

— 

2 

2 

21.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

17 

25 

42 

22.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

4 

5 

23.  All  other  accidents  ... 

5 

4 

9 

189  195  384 
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COUNTY  OF  BUCKINGHAM  (Rural  Districts  only) 
Populations,  Birth  and  Mortality  Rates  for  the  Year  1952 
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& WALES  ....  — — 15.3  11.3  0.24  27.6  — 0.72 


Birth-Rates,  Death-Rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal 
Mortality  and  Case-Rates  for  certain  Infectious  Diseases  in 

the  year  1952. 

(Provisional  figures  based  on  Quarterly  Returns.) 


- 

England 

and 

Wales 

126  C.B's  and 
Great  Towns 
including 
London 

148  Smaller 
T owns 

(Resident  Pop. 
25,000-50,000 
at  1952  Census) 

London 

Administrative 

County 

Rates  per  1,000  Home  Population 

Births  : 

Live  Births 

15.3 

16.9 

15.5 

17.6 

Still 

0.35 

0.43 

0.36 

0.34 

Deaths  : 

22.6(a) 

24.6(a) 

23.0(a) 

19.2(a) 

All  Causes 

11.3 

12.1 

11.2 

12.6 

Typhoid  and 
Paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

_ 

Whooping  Cough 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Diphtheria 

Tuberculosis 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.24 

0.28 

0.22 

0.31 

Influenza 

0.04 

0.04 

0.04 

0.05 

Smallpox 

0.00 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

(including) 

Polioencephalitis 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

Pneumonia 

0.47 

0.52 

0.43 

0.58 

Notifications 

(Corrected) 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.02 

0.02 

0.03 

0.01 

Meningococcal 

infection 

0.03 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.53 

1.75 

1.58 

1 .56 

Whooping  Cough 

2.61 

2.74 

2.57 

1.66 

Diphtheria 

0.01 

0.01 

0.03 

0.01 

Erysipelas 

0.14 

0.15 

0.12 

0.14 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

Measles 

8.86 

10.11 

8.49 

9.23 

Pneumonia 

0.72 

0.80 

0.62 

0.57 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
(including 
Polioencephalitis) 
Paralytic 

0.06 

0.06 

0.06 

0.06 

Non-Paralytic 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

Food-Poisoning 

0.13 

0.16 

0.11 

0.18 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

17.87(a) 

23.94(a) 

10.22(a) 

30.77(a) 

Rates  per  i 

,ooo  Live  Births 

Deaths 

All  causes  under  1 
year  of  age 

i 27.6(b) 

31.2 

25.8 

23. S 

Enteritis  & Diarrhoea 
under  2 years  of  age 

i.i 

1.3 

0.5 

0.7 
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Maternal  Mortality  in  England  and  Wales. 


I ntcrmediate  List  No.  and  cause 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Rates  per  1,000 
total  (Live 
and  Still) 
Births 

Rates  per 
Million  women 
aged  15-44 

A115  Sepsis  of  pregnancy,  child- 
birth and  the  puerperium 

61 

0.09 

A 116  Abortion  with  toxaemia 

13 

0.02 

1 

Other  toxaemias  of  pregnancy 
and  the  puerperium 

147 

0.21 

A 117  Haemorrhage  of  pregnancy 
and  childbirth 

59 

0.09 

A 118  Abortion  without  mention  of 
sepsis  or  toxaemia 

31 

0.04 

3 

A 119  Abortion  with  sepsis 
A120  Other  complications  of 

pregnancy,  childbirth  and 
the  puerperium 

47 

0.07 

5 

138 

0.20 

(a)  Per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births. 

(b)  Per  1,000  related  Live  Births.  • 


SECTION  II. 


HEALTH  SERVICES 

Hospital  Services 

The  Amersham  Rural  District  is  situate  within  the  area  of  the 
Oxford  Regional  Hospital  Board,  The  Board  has  delegated  manage- 
ment responsibilities  of  hospitals  in  this  area  to  High  Wycombe  and 
District  Management  Committee  which  in  turn  has  delegated  day  to 
day  administration  to  two  “House  Committees.”  One  House  Com- 
mittee is  responsible  for  the  Amersham  General  Hospital,  the  Chesham 
Hospital  and  The  Stone  Maternity  Hospital.  The  other  is  responsible 
for  the  Chalfont  and  Gerrards  Cross  Hospital. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  is  concerned  with 
Bacteriology  and  Epidemiology  in  relation  to  the  diagnosis,  prevention 
and  control  of  Infectious  Disease. 

The  Regional  Public  Health  Laboratory  is  situate  at  Walton 
Street,  Oxford,  and  in  general,  undertakes  free  of  charge,  the 
bacteriological  examination  of  such  specimens  as  sputum,  nose  and 
throat  swabs,  faeces,  urine,  blood,  etc. 

The  chemical  examination  of  wrater  and  sewrage  effluent  is 
undertaken  by  the  Public  Analyst,  Southwark  Borough  Council. 

The  following  specimens  have  been  examined  at  the  laboratories 
of  the  Public  Health  Services: 

Number 


Nasal  Swabs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Throat  Swabs  for  Diphtheria  Bacilli,  Haemolytic  Streptococci 

and  Vincent’s  Angina  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Faeces 
Vomit 

Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  90 

Milk  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  41 

Miscellaneous  Samples  for  Analysis  4 

Water  Samples : 

Drinking  Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  35 


Ambulance  Facilities 

Infectious  Disease  Ambulances 

Aylesbury  Infectious  Disease  Hospital — One  Ambulance. 

Ambulance  Services 

The  Bucks  County  Council  has  provided  an  ambulance  service 
for  the  whole  of  the  County  through  the  agency  of  the  Order  of  St. 
John  and  the  British  Red  Cross  Society.  One  ambulance  is  stationed 
at  Amersham. 
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Hospital  Car  Cases 

The  Bucks  County  Council,  as  the  Authority  responsible  for  this 
service,  has  made  arrangements  with  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Services 
and  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  for  these  bodies  to  act  as  the 
Council’s  agents  and  to  operate  the  service  by  the  employment  of 
volunteer  drivers  with  private  cars,  known  as  the  Hospital  Car 
Service.  In  the  Amersham  area  this  sendee  is  operated  through  Mrs. 
Keeble,  Apsley  House,  High  Street,  Amersham.  Telephone  No. 
Amersham  1419. 


Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing  Service 


NATURE  OF  THE  ARRANGEMENTS  IN  THE  AREA 


Districts  Served 


Amersham 
Amersham  Common 
Chesham  Bois 
Coleshill 
Winchmore  Hill 


1 

j 


Name,  Address  and 
Qualifications  of  Nurse. 

Miss  B.  Bywater,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M., 
Q.N.  and 

Miss  M.  R.  Taylor,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M., 
Q.N.,  7 First  Avenue,  Amersham. 


Chalfont  St.  Giles 
Seer  Green 
Jordans 
Chorley  Wood 
(Bucks  Area) 


Miss  M.  C.  Bott,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M., 
Q.N.,  Bay  Cottage,  White  Hart  La., 
Chalfont  St.  Giles. 

"Miss  H.  E.  Carey,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M., 
Q.N.,  Beech  Cottage,  Gorelands  La., 
Chalfont  St.  Giles. 


Chalfont  St.  Peter 
Gold  Hill 


Miss  K.  M.  Clark,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M., 
Q.N.  and 

y Miss  U.  A.  Daniels,  S.R.N.> 
S.C.M.,  Q.N.,  “Strathlene,”  Lower 
Road,  Chalfont  St.  Peter. 


Lee  Common 
The  Lee 
Chartridge 
Ballinger 
Swan  Bottom 


y Mrs.  V.  Woodward,  S.C.M.,  Church 
Cottage,  The  Lee,  Gt.  Missenden. 


Ashley  Green 
Whelplev  Hill 
Ley  Hill 
Lye  Green 
Latimer  & Chenies 


"Miss  M.  Bly,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 
Shenley  Cottage,  Ley  Hill,  Chesham. 


Holmer  Green 
Penn  Street 
Penn 

Forty  Green 
Knotty  Green 
Tylers  Green 
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! fMiss  I.  M.  Cobb,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M., 
> Q.N.,  8 Rose  Avenue,  Hazlemere, 
High  Wycombe. 


Little  Hampden 
Little  Kingshill 
Hyde  Heath 
Little  Missenden 


"Miss  J.  D.  MacDonald,  S.R.N., 
► S.C.M.,  Q.N.,  Nurse’s  Cottage* 

Rignall  Road,  Gt.  Missenden. 


T elephone 

Amersham 

374 


Chal.  St.  G. 
413 

Chal.  St.  G. 
87 


Gerr.  X 
2559 


The  Lee 
213 


Chesham 

238 


Penn 

3327 


Gt.  xMiss. 
71 


II 


Districts  Served 


Hawridge 
Beilin  gdon 
Asheridge 
Buckland  Common 
St.  Leonards 
Cholesbury 
The  Vale,  Chesham 


y 


j 


Name,  Address  and 
Qualifications  of  Nurse. 

*Miss  D.  Heaton,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M., 
Q.N.,  Nurse’s  Bungalow,  Sandpit 
Hill,  Buckland  Common,  Nr.  Tring, 
Herts. 


Prestwood 
Gt.  Kingshill 
Spurlands  End 
Heath  End 


*Miss  H.  M.  E.  Coulson,  S.R.N., 
S S.C.M.,  Q.N.,  Chestnut  Cottage, 
Prestwood,  Great  Missenden. 


Telephone 


Cholesbury 

269 


Gt.  Miss. 
209 


*These  Nurses  hold  the  Health  Visitors  Certificates  of  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute. 


fMiss  E.  M.  Robinson  resigned  owing  to  ill-health  on  the  18th 
December,  1952,  and  was  re-placed  by  Miss  I.  M.  Cobb. 

The  above  District  Nurses  do  not  attend  infectious  cases.  Those  cases 
that  cannot  be  properly  nursed  by  relatives,  or  properly  isolated,  are  sent 
into  the  Aylesbury  Isolation  Hospital. 


Clinic  and  Treatment  Centres 


There  are  13  Infant  Welfare  Centres — namely  at  Amersham-on- 
the-Hiil;  Whielden  Street,  Amersham;  Chalfont  St.  Giles;  Chalfont 
St.  Peter;  Chartridge  (Lee  Common);  Winchmore  Hill;  Great 
Missenden;  Little  Chalfont;  Hillside  Road,  Chorley  Wood;  Holmer 
Green;  Tylers  Green;  Seer  Green  and  Cholesbury. 

Immunization  against  Diphtheria  is  carried  out  at  most  of  the 
above  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 


School  Clinics 

At  Chesham  (Germain  Street)  Ophthalmic,  Dental  and  Orth- 
opaedic (not  restricted  to  children  of  school  age).  At  Chalfont  St. 
Peter,  Ophthalmic  and  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  at  the  Cottage  Hospital. 

Patients  are  also  sent  to  the  Orthopaedic  Clinics  at  Aylesbury 
and  at  Chesham. 


HOSPITALS  AVAILABLE  FOR  THE  DISTRICT  ARE  AS 

FOLLOWS: 

Hospitals  For  Non-infections  Diseases 

(a)  Within  the  District: 

Chalfont  St.  Peter  Cottage  Hospital. 

Beds  36,  Men  10,  Women  14,  Children  5,  Private  7. 

Massage  and  Electrical  treatment  are  carried  out  and  there 
is  a fully  equipped  X-ray  apparatus. 

There  is  also  a General  Hospital  at  St.  Mary’s,  Whielden  Street, 
Amersham. 
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(b)  Outside  the  District: 

(i)  Chesham  Cottage  Hospital. 

Beds  21,  Men  8,  Women  7,  Children  5 and  I private  ward. 
There  are  facilities  for  X-ray  examinations. 

Massage  and  Electrical  treatment  in  Chesham. 

(ii)  Royal  Bucks  County  Hospital  at  Aylesbury. 

(iii)  The  War  Memorial  Hospital  at  High  Wycombe. 

As  the  District  is  only  about  25  miles  from  London,  patients  are 
frequendy  sent  to  one  or  other  of  the  London  Hospitals. 

For  Infectious  Diseases.  (Other  than  Small  Pox  or  Tuberculosis). 
Aylesbury  Isolation  Hospital. 

T uberculosis. 

The  Berks  and  Bucks  Joint  Sanatorium,  Peppard  Common, 
Reading. 

The  Colony  for  Epileptics  at  Chalfont  St.  Peter  is  also  within 
the  District. 
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Prevalence  of  Notifiable  Diseases 

Cases  notified  during  1952;  numbers  admitted  to  hospitals  and  deaths;  notifications  1946-1951. 


SECTION  III 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 
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Analysis  of  Notifiable  Diseases  in 


ca 

a 

3 

0 

u 

o 

to 

< 


15 


Monthly  Incidence  of  Notifiable  Diseases 
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Cases  of  Notifiable  Diseases  occurring  in  each  Parish  in  the  Area. 
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Puerperal  Pyrexia 


NOTIFICATIONS 

MEASLES  and  WHOOPING  COUGH 

1948-1952 
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F<?od  Poisoning 

One  outbreak  occurred  during  the  year.  This  involved  a house- 
hold consisting  of  four  people  (husband,  wife  and  two  daughters). 

On  investigation  it  was  judged  that  the  incriminating  article  of 
diet  was  a tin  of  processed  peas  bought  locally. 

Samples  of  vomit  and  faeces  were  taken  from  the  three  patients 
for  bacteriological  examination.  In  addition  the  empty  tin  of  peas  as 
well  as  a sample  of  the  peas  were  taken  for  the  same  purpose. 

Bacteriological  investigation  of  faeces  of  one  patient  revealed  the 
presence  of  the  same  infecting  organism  (Staphylococcus  aureus)  as 
that  found  in  the  container  (tin)  and  the  peas. 

Further  samples  of  the  same  brand  of  peas  were  bought  from  the 
same  shop  and  on  investigation  were  found  to  be  free. 


POLIOMYELITIS 


There  were  fourteen  cases  of  poliomyelitis  notified  during  the 
year  within  the  Council’s  area.  This  gives  an  opportunity  to  review  the 
present  position  concerning  this  disease. 

Of  all  the  communicable  diseases,  cases  of  poliomyelitis  are 
usually  characterised  by  the  public  anxiety  and  even  public  alarm  to 
which  they  sometimes  give  rise.  Public  anxiety  tends  to  be  exaggerated 
because  the  outcome  of  the  disease  is  not  so  well  and  generally  under- 
stood as  it  might  be.  The  results  of  an  investigation  to  ascertain  the 
outcome  of  7,832  cases  of  the  disease  admitted  to  hospital  in  1949, 
were  published  some  time  ago.  I think  it  is  worth  while  publishing  the 
results  because  of  their  reassuring  nature.  It  was  found  that  out  of  every 
100  patients  admitted  to  hospitals  throughout  the  country  in  that  year, 
5 died;  10  were  severely  paralysed;  18  had  a degree  of  paralysis  which, 
properly  treated  would  not  stop  them  from  working,  and  the  remain- 
ing 67  were  left  with  a trivial  paralysis  which  would  pass  almost 
unnoticed  or  v/ould  cause  no  ill  effect  whatever.  Included  in  this  last 
group  of  67  were  about  30  in  whom  the  diagnosis  of  poliomyelitis 
was  never  confirmed.  Further,  it  is  estimated  that  two  out  of  every 
three  patients  notified  in  the  country  as  a whole  in  1950,  recovered 
unscathed. 


Poliomyelitis  is  a disease  caused  by  a virus  like  small-pox  and 
yellow-fever.  Unlike  these  two,  however,  against  which  the  principle 
and  pracdce  of  immunization  (vaccination)  has  found  its  greatest 
success  in  the  field  of  the  virus  diseases,  there  has  not  yet  been  found 
any  successful  method  of  immunization  against  poliomyelitis.  This 
failure  has  been  due  to  various  causes,  but  there  is,  at  present,  a 
secure  basis  for  renewed  hope  of  discovering  an  effective  and  safe 
protective  vaccine  against  the  disease. 
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DIPHTiHERIA 

Under 

Primary  1 year  1 2 3 4 5-9  10-14  Total 

Immunization  173  212  29  8 5 8 - 435 

Re-immunization  - - 1 3 32  331  51  418 

This  is  the  sixth  year  during  which  no  case  of  diphtheria  has  been 
notified  to  me  from  within  the  Council’s  area.  The  incidence  of 
diphtheria  continues  to  fall  throughout  the  country  as  a comparison  of 
the  figures  of  notifications  in  the  years  1944  and  1952  show:  in  the 
former  the  number  of  cases  in  the  whole  country  was  23,199.,  whereas 
in  the  first  nine  months  of  1952  the  number  was  274  only.  These 
figures  speak  for  themselves. 

Immunization  against  diphtheria  has  become  “at  least  for  the 
moment  something  like  a national  habit.”  The  fear  of  diphtheria  has 
declined  amongst  parents  in  a direct  relation  to  the  decline  of  the 
disease  itself:  the  majority  of  parents  of  young  children  nowadays 
have  never  seen  or  heard  of  a case  of  diphtheria  among  their  neigh- 
bours’ children  and  are  more  afraid  of  illnesses  they  know  than  of 
the  dangers  of  diphtheria.  But  diphtheria  still  kills,  as  was  shown 
recently  in  a northern  city,  where  acceptances  for  immunization  were 
beginning  to  decline  in  1950  and  1951.  From  outside  the  city 
diphtheria  was  introduced,  and  there  was  a sharp  outbreak  of  the 
disease  within  the  city  which  caused  two  deaths  and  left  a trail  of 
complications.  There  were  two  points  of  general  interest  in  connection 
with  this  outbreak : one  was  that  neither  of  the  children  that  died  from 
diphtheria  was  immunized,  and  the  other  was  that  there  was  an  over- 
whelming response  and  numerous  offers  of  immunization  after  the 
outbreak  had  begun.  It  seems  that  immunization  is  the  price  of  free- 
dom against  diphtheria. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  a recent  report  published  by  the 
World  Health  Organisation,  covering  about  100  different  countries 
for  the  year  1951,  there  is  evidence  that  diphtheria,  a very  prevalent 
disease  at  the  beginning  of  the  20th  century,  appears  to-day  to  be  in 
full  retreat  throughout  the  world,  particularly  in  Europe,  the  Con- 
tinent which  was  formerly  the  most  seriously  affected.  The  United 
Kingdom  provides  the  most  striking  illustration  of  the  trend  of  the 
disease  during  the  last  50  years  with  the  following  deaths : 

1901  (9,761);  1940  (2,466);  1952  (32). 
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SECTION  IV. 


TUBERCULOSIS 
Mass  Radiography 

Combined  Survey  of  Amersham  and  Chesham  Districts. 

When  the  invitation  to  conduct  a Mass  Radiography  Survey  of 
these  two  districts,  was  extended  to  the  Oxford  Regional  Hospital 
Board  Unit  No.  2 (Reading),  the  purpose  of  such  a survey  was  clear. 
It  was  to  undertake  chest  X-rays  of  as  many  of  the  general  public, 
including  industrial  groups  organised  on  a sessional  basis,  as  propa- 
ganda would  bring  to  the  Unit.  It  was  thereby  hoped  that  the  survey 
would  disclose  the  number  of  tuberculosis  cases,  known  and  unknown, 
that  form  the  human  reservoir  of  tubercular  infection  within  the 
community.  It  was  also  hoped  “to  find,  isolate  and  educate”  as  many 
cases  as  possible  that  would  not  otherwise  have  been  discovered  at 
such  an  early  stage.  As  the  survey  proceeded,  however,  it  became 
necessary  to  concentrate  upon  special  groups,  such  as  certain  schools 
where  it  had  became  known  that  pupils  were  “at  risk.”  These  special 
investigations  were  undertaken  partly  while  the  Unit  was  stationed 
at  Chesham  though  the  Schools  were  not  Chesham  Schools,  and 
partly  at  Princes  Risborough  when  the  Unit  was  stationed  there  after 
it  had  left  this  district. 

From  the  accompanying  tables  it  will  be  seen  that  from  1st 
September  to  7th  November,  1952,  the  Mobile  Mass  Radiography 
Unit  devoted  a period  of  nine  weeks  to  the  survey  of  the  two  districts. 
The  result  was  that  of  a total  combined  population  of  about  54,000, 
a total  of  8,977  volunteers  were  X-rayed  during  the  period,  that  is, 
about  16  per  cent,  of  the  whole  population.  In  judging  the  percentage 
of  volunteers,  however,  various  factors  should  be  borne  in  mind. 
Firstly,  the  district  is  a dormitory  area  for  London;  secondly,  the 
total  period  of  the  survey  was  nine  weeks  only;  thirdly,  the  rural 
nature  and  total  size  of  the  area — about  44,000  acres,  and  fourthly 
the  extremely  wet  weather  conditions  that  prevailed  during  the  last 
three  weeks  of  the  survey.  These  factors  militated  quite"  seriously 
against  exceptional  attendances.  Nevertheless,  in  spite  of  these  factors, 
the  average  weekly  total  of  997  attendances  throughout  the  nine  week 
period  taken  as  a whole  exceeded  the  calculated  weekly  average 
attendances  of  754  based  on  the  figures  for  the  country  as  a whole  in 
the  year  1951. 

As  far  as  I know,  the  record  percentage  of  attendances  in  a 
similar  survey  in  this  country  is  90  per  cent,  response  of  the  total 
population.  That  survey,  however,  was  conducted  in  a compact  and 
comparatively  isolated  area  where  there  were  two  units  at  work  at  the 
same  time— one  at  the  pit-head  and  the  other  at  suitable  halls  in  one 
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of  six  main  centres,  where  also  about  20,000  home  visits  were  paid 
in  connection  with  the  survey,  where  the  adult  population  was  about 
19,000  and  where  the  survey  took  several  months,  not  weeks,  to 

complete. 

I hough  at  first  sight  the  local  percentage  response  of  16  per  cent, 
of  the  total  population  seems  to  be  disappointingly  low,  a more  favour- 
able view  may  be  taken  when  the  number  of  X-rays  actually  taken 
during  the  local  nine  week  period  is  compared  with  the  normal  working 
capacity  of  the  X-ray  Unit.  During  1951,  it  is  officially  reported  that 
there  were  57  Mass  Radiography  Units  in  operation  in  England  and 
Wales  and  it  is  calculated  that  about  43,000  X-rays  were  taken  each 
week,  which  gives  each  Unit  an  average  weekly  output  of  about  754 
X-rays.  Of  the  nine  weeks’  survey  in  the  Amersham  and  Chesham 
Districts,  this  average  national  weekly  figure  was  exceeded  in  four 
areas,  viz:  Amersham-on-the-Hill  (1,142),  Chesham  first  week 

(1,499),  Chesham  second  week  (1,365)  and  Chesham  third  week 
(1,297):  in  four  areas,  viz:  Chalfont  St.  Peter  (956),  Amersham  Old 
Town  (768),  Great  Missenden  (766)  and  Chalfont  St.  Giles  (730)  the 
local  figures  roughly  correspond  with  the  National  average  weekly 
attendances,  and  in  one  area  only  did  the  local  figures  fall  definitely 
below  the  corresponding  National  average,  viz : Penn  Street  (454).  It 
may  therefore  be  said  that  the  average  local  attendances  in  most  cases 
roughly  equalled  and  in  others  exceeded,  the  usual  working  capacity 
of  the  Unit— and  this  despite  the  adverse  factors  mentioned  above. 

It  may  be  asked  whether  the  results  obtained  were  worth  the 
effort.  It  is  my  considered  opinion  that  they  were:  I will  even  go  so 
far  as  to  say  that  if  no  cases  of  tuberculosis  had  been  found,  it  is  my 
opinion  that  when  considered  as  an  experiment  in  Health  Education 
alone,  the  survey  was  more  than  worth  while.  The  average  national 
active  tuberculosis  discovery  rate  is  said  to  be  3.5  per  thousand  persons 
X-rayed : the  local  figures  corresponded  roughly  with  the  national 
figures  in  this  respect  though  the  local  discovery  rate  of  other  serious 
conditions  like  cancer  and  bronchiectasis  wras  stated  to  be  below  the 
ascertained  national  figure  for  such  surveys. 

Part  of  the  procedure  in  dealing  with  suspected  cases  of  tubercu- 
losis by  means  of  the  survey  was  that  the  volunteers  were  examined 
clinically  by  the  Medical  Officer  in  Charge  of  the  Unit  (Dr.  James) 
who  sent  a Report  on  the  case  to  the  patient’s  own  doctor,  with  a 
recommendation  that  the  patient  be  referred  for  fuller  investigation  by 
the  Consultant  in  Diseases  of  the  Chest  usually  to  Dr.  Hawkins  at  the 
Amersham  General  Hospital.  Suitable  cases  were  admitted  for  treat- 
ment to  Amersham  Hospital,  others  to  Peppard  Sanatorium  whilst 
others  were  admitted  to  Abingdon  Hospital.  Delay  in  securing 
appropria  e treatment  was  thereby  reduced  to  a minimum. 

What  general  conclusions  may  be  drawn  from  this  survey?  These 
are  mainly  confirmatory  of  what  has  taken  place  in  other  surveys.  The 
first  is  the  fact  that  the  very  large  numbers  of  volunteers  (8,977)  who 
attended  the  survey  showed  that  there  is  far  less  resistance  to  attend 
a mass  radiography  survey  than  to  attend  a chest  clinic  for  investi- 


gation,  and  therefore  cases  tend  to  be  discovered  earlier  than  they 
would  otherwise  have  been  discovered.  Secondly,  the  fact  that  the 
percentage  of  tuberculosis  found  in  a survey  is  proportional  to  the 
percentage  response  obtained;  and  thirdly,  that  there  exists  a relation- 
ship between  the  prevalence  of  tuberculosis  and  the  “order  of  coming 
up.”  In  other  words,  it  is  suggested  that  in  the  remaining  84  per  cent, 
refusals  to  be  X-rayed,  the  prevalence  of  tuberculosis  is  proportion- 
ately higher  than  in  the  16  per  cent,  of  the  volunteer  response.  There- 
for it  must  remain  a hope  for  the  future  that  there  will  be  in  any 
community  a 100  per  cent,  response  of  volunteers.  I also  wish  to 
express  the  hope  that  the  means  to  achieve  this  100  per  cent,  response 
will  remain  on  a voluntary  basis  and  not  become  compulsorily 
enforceable,  and  the  method  will  continue  to  be  a matter  of  Health 
Education.  Except  in  grave  emergencies,  the  operation  of  law  in 
matters  of  positive  personal  health  has  not  proved  very  successful. 
In  this  connection  it  is  only  necessary  to  compare  diphtheria 
immunization  response  with  smallpox  vaccination.  Diphtheria 
immunization  has  in  this  country  always  been  on  a voluntary  basis 
and  has  been  uniquely  successful,  whereas  the  means  to  secure 
vaccination  in  the  past  was  mandatory,  and  its  results  were  not 
regarded  as  successful  as  they  might  have  been. 

It  is  my  view  that  a special  conclusion  concerning  this  local  survey 
may  be  drawn.  It  is  that  had  the  local  volunteer  response  alone  been 
the  sole  factor  in  determining  the  period  of  the  survey,  and  not  the 
pre-arranged  time  table  of  the  Unit,  the  survey  could  profitably  have 
been  extended  for  another  four  weeks  when  the  estimated  volunteer 
response  would  have  kept  the  Unit  at  work  at  a level  above  the 
National  weekly  average  for  the  four  weeks  of  the  extended  period. 
There  was,  however,  no  way  of  estimating  beforehand  what  this 
response  would  be:  the  period  of  the  survey  of  nine  weeks  initially 
agreed  upon  proved  to  be  wrong;  it  was  an  under-estimate  of  the 
enthusiastic  response  with  which  the  survey  was  welcomed.  Neverthe- 
less when  a future  survey  is  undertaken  this  will  be  borne  in  mind. 

In  conclusion  it  is  my  very  pleasing  duty  to  thank  all  concerned 
for  the  wholehearted  co-operation  given  in  the  survey. 
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P.H.  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925 


T uberculosis 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the  Public 
Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1925  (relating  to 
persons  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  employed  in  the  Milk 
Trade),  or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936 
(relating  to  compulsory  removal  to  Hospital  of  persons  suffering  from 
Tuberculosis). 


Tuberculosis 

New  Gases  and  Mortality  during  1952. 


Age 

Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non - 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

0 

• 

• 

• 

' 

1 

1 

• 

1 

5 

1 

• 

• 

• . , 

15 

3 

7 

• 

• 

• • 

25 

1 

5 

• • 

1 

• • 

35 

4 

3 

• 

• 

45 

• 

2 

1 

2 

55 

2 

• 

1 

1 

• • 

65  & over 

• 

• 

• 

1 1 

• 

12 

17 

1 2 

5 1 
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SECTION  V. 


MILK 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 — Article  20 

Article  20  empowers  a Medical  Officer  of  Health  by  notice  in 
writing,  to  stop  the  supply  of  milk  known  or  believed  to  be  infected, 
or  to  insist  upon  its  being  heat-treated  to  render  it  safe  and  so  prevent 
the  spread  of  infection.  The  usual  sources  of  infection  are  the  organisms 
of  brucella  and  of  tuberculosis:  the  former  gives  rise  to  contagious 
abortion  in  cattle  and  to  undulant  fever  in  human  beings:  the  latter 
to  tuberculosis  of  bones  and  glands  in  human  beings,  usually  children. 

The  Staff  of  the  Chief  Inspector  of  the  County  Council  is 
assiduous  in  the  performance  of  its  duties  in  taking  samples  of  milk  for 
testing  in  this  area.  During  the  past  year  samples  of  milk  from  no  less 
than  fifteen  farms  in  this  area  were  reported  to  me  as  having  proved, 
on  bacteriological  examination,  to  contain  the  organism  of  brucella, 
and  two  of  tuberculosis.  Except  in  two  of  the  fifteen  instances,  the 
milk  was  pasteurised  prior  to  sale  for  human  consumption,  and  as  a 
result  of  these  reports,  heat-treatment  was  agreed  to,  in  the  remaining 
two.  Milk  from  the  two  containing  the  organisms  of  tuberculosis  was 
stopped  from  being  sold  for  human  consumption. 

Tuberculosis  Order,  1938 

Reports  on  the  investigation  by  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officers 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  of  the  cases  referred  to 
them  as  a result  of  milk  sampling,,  show  that  two  cows  were  slaughtered 
under  the  authority  of  the  above  Order  during  the  year  and  that 
another  had  been  disposed  of  to  a knacker’s  yard  in  the  interval 
between  the  date  of  sampling  and  the  date  the  results  of  the 
bacteriological  investigations  were  received. 

No  raw  milk  can  be  regarded  as  absolutely  safe;  even  that  from 
cattle  which  are  attested  free  from  tuberculosis  under  the  Tuberculin- 
Tested  Scheme,  because  even  such  designated  milk  as  Tuberculin 
Tested  milk  may  contain  the  organisms  of  disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis. Nevertheless,  the  power  given  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  to 
specify  areas  within  which  non-designated,  that  is  “raw,”  milk  may 
not  be  sold  by  retail,  is  a step  in  the  right  direction  to  ensure  that 
all  milk  sold  by  retail  is  safe  for  human  consumption. 

It  might  be  expected  from  the  efforts  of  “Tuberculin  Tested” 
milk  producers  and  the  speeding  up  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries’  Attestation  Scheme  that  the  number  of  the  tuberculous 
samples  found  by  the  Chief  Inspector’s  Department  of  the  County 
Council  would  be  less  each  year.  But  this  is  not  so,  for  the  number  in 
the  County  of  Bucks  has  remained  the  same  (35)  during  each  of  the 
past  three  years.  No  doubt  the  reason  is  that  re-actors  rejected  from 
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“Tuberculin  Tested”  and  “Attested”  herds  find  their  way  into  non- 
designated  and  non-attested  herds  and  it  is  from  these  herds  the  bulk 
of  the  samples  are  procured.  There  is  a high  rate  of  tuberculosis  in  a 
few  herds  in  the  County  and  these  are  sampled  more  frequently  than 
others.  (A  re-actor  is  an  animal  which  re-acts  to  a tuberculin  test  and 
while  tuberculous  does  not  necessarily  give  tuberculous  milk). 

It  is  unfortunate  that  there  is  no  scheme  to  prevent  re-actors 
being  sold  into  other  herds. 


Section  23 

Under  Section  23  of  the  1950  Act,  when  the  Minister  has  by 
Order  “specified  an  area,”  it  means  that  the  use  of  special  designated 
milk  within  that  area  becomes  obligatory.  In  such  an  area  all  milk  sold 
by  retail  must  be  Pasteurised,  Sterilised  or  Tuberculin-Tested  or 
Accredited  milk  from  one  herd.  It  becomes  an  offence  to  sell  raw 
undesignated  milk  by  retail  in  such  an  area,  for  human  consumption. 

The  areas  hitherto  specified  under  this  section  of  the  Act  are 
densely  populated  areas,  and  at  the  present  time  there  are  two  Orders 
specifying  areas  in  force  in  England  and  Wales.  One,  the  London  and 
Portsmouth  Order,  includes  the  whole  of  Middlesex  and  part  of 
Hertfordshire,  the  other  is  the  Brighton,  Sheffield,  Southampton  and 
Stoke-on-Trent  Order. 

Arrangements  are  also,  I understand,  being  made  for  the  specifi- 
cation under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk,  Dairies  and  Artificial  Cream) 
Act,  1950  of  four  other  areas  in  England.  Subject  to  any  represen- 
tations that  may  be  made,  the  Minister  of  Food  has  declared  his 
intention  of  laying  before  Parliament  Draft  Orders  declaring 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  South  Essex,  Reading  and  Plymouth  and  South 
Devon  to  be  specified  areas. 


SECTION  VI. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS  1948  to  1951 

These  Acts  have  been  described  as  the  final  step  in  the  break-up  of 
the  old  Poor  Law,  the  repeal  of  which  was  widely  welcomed  as  it  had, 
in  the  main,  outlived  its  usefulness.  The  duties  imposed  by  the  Poor 
Law  were  transferred  in  many  instances  to  Local  Authorities,  and 
certain  duties,  namely  those  under  Sections  47  and  50  of  the  above 
Acts  became  the  responsibilities  of  District  Councils. 

Section  47 

The  provisions  of  this  Section  have  for  their  purpose  the  securing 
of  the  necessary  care  and  attention  for  persons  who 

(a)  are  suffering  from  grave  chronic  disease  or,  being  aged, 
infirm  or  physically  incapacitated,  are  living  in  insanitary 
conditions  and 

(b)  are  unable  to  devote  to  themselves,  and  are  not  receiving 
from  other  persons,  proper  care  and  attention. 

During  1952  three  such  cases  have  been  dealt  with  in  this  manner, 
but  the  fuh  procedure  of  taking  the  extreme  steps  of  applying  to  a 
Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction  or  to  a single  justice  having  juris- 
diction in  the  place  where  the  premises  are  situated  in  which  the 
person  in  respect  of  whom  the  application  is  made  resides,  has  not 
been  used. 

The  disposal  of  these  cases  was  as  follow's.  Mrs.  B.  aged  76,  a 
person  suffering  from  a grave  and  chronic  disease,  refused  medical 
attention  and  unable  to  devote  to  herself,  nor  receiving  proper  care 
and  attention  from  others,  was  removed  to  Part  III  accommodation 
at  Newport  Pagnell.  Mr.  T.  aged  68,  also  suffering  from  grave 
chronic  disease,  in  similar  circumstances,  was  removed  to  Part  III 
accommodation  at  Amersham  Hospital.  Mrs.  S.  aged  72,  a person  in 
the  same  category  and  in  similar  circumstances,  was  admitted,  on 
the  urgent  representations  of  her  own  doctor,  confirmed  by  a specialist, 
to  a Mental  Hospital. 

At  the  request  of  medical  practitioners  and  others  in  the  area 
I have  made  many  visits  to  homes  to  ascertain  whether  the  person 
resident  there  comes  within  the  definition  laid  down  in  Section  47 : 
most  of  the  cases  do  not,  in  my  view.  They  are  usually  persons  living 
alone  where  the  only  complaint  is  not  that  of  sickness,  but  of  inability 
to  devote  all  the  care  and  attention  to  themselves  that  modem  con- 
ditions require.  For  such  people  there  is  an  urgent  need  for  the  pro- 
vision of  an  Old  People’s  Home  or  Hostel  within  the  Rural  District. 
Section  50 

Under  this  Section  of  the  above  Acts,  the  duty  is  placed  upon 
the  Councils  of  County  Boroughs  and  County  Districts  to  arrange  for 
the  burial  or  cremation  of  any  person  who  has  died  or  been  found 
dead  in  their  area.  This  duty  is  exercisable  only  when  it  appears  to 
the  Council  that  no  other  suitable  arrangements  have  been  or  are 
being  made. 

During  the  past  year,  the  duty  imposed  by  this  Section  has  been 
performed  in  six  cases  as  defined  above. 
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SECTION  VII. 


THE  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  ENGINEER  AND 
SURVEYOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1952 

Refuse  Collection  Service 

Throughout  the  year  the  service  has  been  under-manned  and 
with  the  increasing  number  of  properties  the  position  is  becoming 
acute.  A considerable  amount  of  overtime  has  been  worked  to  offset 
the  staff  shortage  and  in  about  half  the  area  a weekly  service  has  been 
maintained  except  for  a time  in  the  winter  months  and  again  at  the 
peak  of  the  annual  holiday  period.  In  the  remainder  of  the  area  the 
average  period  between  collections  has  been  about  nine  days. 

No  additions  have  been  made  to  the  fleet  of  nine  vehicles  which 
has  operated  throughout  the  year. 

Cesspool  Emptying  Service 

A1  though  the  connection  of  houses  to  the  main  sewers  in  the 
Chalfont  St.  Giles  and  Chalfont  St.  Peter  areas  has  continued  through- 
out the  year  the  demand  on  the  cesspool  emptying  service  has  in  no 
way  decreased,  as  many  of  the  new  houses  are  being  built  in  areas 
where  main  drainage  is  not  yet  available.  I am  also  finding  that 
increasing  numbers  of  houses  that  have  previously  not  called  upon  the 
service  are  now  doing  so. 

Six  vehicles  have  been  in  operation  throughout  the  year  and  for 
much  of  the  time  it  has  been  necessary  to  work  overtime  to  meet  the 
demand  on  the  service. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

The  areas  provided  with  main  drainage  are  Amersham,  Chesham 
Bois,  Little  Missenden,  part  of  Great  Missenden  and  the  Metropolitan 
Railway  Country  Estates  development  at  Chenies.  All  these  areas  are 
drained  to  the  sewage  works  at  London  Road  for  treatment  with  the 
exception  of  a large  area  of  Chesham  Bois  which,  by  arrangement 
with  Chesham  U.D.  Council,  is  drained  to  that  Council’s  sewage 
works  at  Waterside,  and  the  Estate  development  at  Chenies  which  is 
drained  through  the  Chorleywood  sewers  to  the  Colne  Valley  Sewerage 
Board’s  Works  at  Rickmansworth. 

With  the  completion  of  the  Link  Sewer  between  the  existing 
sewers  in  Chalfont  St.  Giles  and  the  London  Road  sewage  works, 
these  treatment  works  were  by-passed  and  from  the  29th  April,  1952 
the  flow  has  been  passed  to  the  Colne  Valley  Sewerage  Board’s  works 
for  treatment. 

The  connection  of  properties  to  the  main  drainage  in  the 
Chalfont  St.  Peter  and  Chalfont  St.  Giles  areas  (parishes)  has  pro- 
ceeded during  the  year,  a total  of  1,021  properties  being  connected 
to  the  31st  December,  1952. 
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In  co-operation  with  the  Colne  Valley  Sewerage  Eoard  the 
Public  Health  (Drainage  of  Trade  Premises)  Act,  1937  has  been 
operated  where  applicable. 

The  first  instalment  of  the  Ashley  Green  sewage  works  has  been 
completed.  Although  this  is  sited  so  that  ultimately  most  of  the  Village 
can  be  drained  to  the  works  only  the  Council’s  pre-war  and  post-war 
housing  schemes  have  so  far  been  connected. 

There  are  in  addition  twenty-one  sewage  treatment  plants  serving 
the  Council’s  Housing  Estates  and  two  plants  on  the  temporary  hutted 
estates. 

In  accordance  with  the  agreement  reached  with  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  the  effluent  from  all  newr  works  dis- 
charging to  deep  soakaways  is  being  chlorinated. 

It  has  been  possible  by  extending  the  sewrer  in  Rickmansworth 
Lane  to  connect  the  Hillside  Close  Estate  to  main  drainage.  The  works 
have  been  dismantled  making  room  for  some  additional  development. 

The  Scheme  submitted  to  the  Ministry  for  providing  main 
drainage  in  the  Littie  Chalfont  area  was  only  approved  in  part.  Work 
commenced  in  June  but  it  is  not  anticipated  that  any  of  the  sewers 
can  be  brought  into  use  until  July,  1953,  on  account  of  the  delivery 
period  for  the  pumping  plant. 


(Housing 


The  construction  of  new  houses  has  proceeded  satisfactorily. 
Difficulty  in  finding  sites  agreeable  to  all  parties  concerned  takes  some 
considerable  time  but  the  long  term  planning  and  the  vigorous  efforts 
of  your  Progress  and  Works  Sub-Committee  have  provided  a steady 
continuation  of  building. 

In  general  prices  have  continued  to  rise  during  the  year  and  the 
Council’s  Architect,  submired  revised  designs  (1952  type)  in  order 
to  obtain  a reduction  in  building  costs. 

The  number  of  properties  controlled  by  the  Council  at  31st 
December,  1952  with  a comparison  of  31st  December  1951  is  as 
follows:  December  December 


Pre-war  houses  ... 

Post-war  houses 
Prefabricated  bungalows 
War-time  buildings  converted 
Requisitioned  and  other  properties 
Vache  Park  Estates  (camp  site) 
Beech  Barn  Estate  „ 

Woodlands  Park  Estate  „ 

Pipers  Wood  Estate  „ 

Hodgemoor  Estate  „ 

Other  Properties  


1952 

1951 

658 

658 

967 

863 

90 

90 

7 

8 

17 

18 

117 

128 

33 

36 

29 

29 

33 

35 

177 

177 

7 

2 

2,135  2,044 
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SECTION  VOL 


THE  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY 
INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1952 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

The  work  of  the  Inspectors  during  the  year  has  been  of  a varied 
and  general  nature.  Day  to  day  routine  and  the  meat  inspection  work 
at  the  two  slaughterhouses  prevented  concentration  to  any  degree  on 
any  particular  section  of  the  work.  So  far  as  possible,  however,  con- 
tinuous attention  has  been  given  to  premises  where  food  is  sold  or 
prepared  for  consumption  on  the  premises.  The  co-operation  of  the 
catering  trade  has  continued  to  be  most  helpful  and  it  has  not  been 
necessary  to  resort  to  statutory  powers. 

In  the  southern  part  of  the  district  the  sewers  are  now7  in  operation 
and  the  owners  of  licensed  premises  are  going  ahead  with  the  improve- 
ments to  sanitation  in  accordance  with  the  notices  served  upon  them. 
The  easing  of  the  licensing  position  has  also  helped  considerably  in 
this  matter. 

There  was  an  increase  of  nearly  20,000  in  the  number  of  pigs 
slaughtered  at  the  bacon  factories  at  Amersham  and  Prestwood  and 
the  Inspectors  have  had  to  do  a considerable  amount  of  overtime  to 
ensure  100  per  cent,  inspection  of  the  carcases. 

An  application  was  made  to  a Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction  for 
a Nuisance  Order  under  Section  94  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
in  respect  of  premises  which  were  reported  to  the  Council  as  being 
in  such  a state  as  to  be  prejudicial  to  health  or  a nuisance.  The  con- 
dition of  these  premises  arose  through  the  keeping  of  animals  and 
birds,  and  the  main  concern  of  the  Officers  was  the  nuisance  likely  to 
be  caused  to  neighbouring  houses  by  flies.  The  Council’s  application 
was  granted.  The  defendant,  an  elderly  lady,  was  taken  ill  and  subse- 
quently died,  and  the  animals  and  birds  were  removed  to  places  wffiere 
they  would  receive  proper  attention  and  care. 

Housing  has  again  received  a considerable  amount  of  attention 
but  the  nation-wide  difficulty7  of  the  high  cost  of  repairs  and  the 
operation  of  the  Rent  Restriciions  Acts  militates  against  the  progress 
which  one  would  like  to  make. 


Water  Supply 

Samples  of  the  water  were  taken  from  the  public  mains  of  each 
of  the  Statutory  Water  Undertakings  operating  in  the  area,  and 
submitted  for  bac  etiological  examination  and  chemical  analysis.  In 
each  case  the  report  of  the  Analyst  was  satisfactory.  The  results  of 
the  analytical  reports  are  given  in  the  appendix  of  this  Report. 

On  the  1st  October  the  Amersham,  Beaconsfield  and  District  Water 
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Company  became  amalgamated  with  the  Rickmansworth  and 
Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company. 

During  a dry  spell  in  August  complaints  were  received  of  the 
inadequacy  of  the  water  pressure  at  Asheridge  and  Bellingdon  and,  on 
investigation,  the  complaints  were  found  to  be  justified.  The  appro- 
priate Water  Undertaking  was  contacted  and  although  they  were 
unable  to  give  an  assurance  of  an  immediate  remedy,  they  satisfied  us 
that  they  had  plans  to  prevent  a repetition  during  next  summer. 

Details  are  given  below  of  further  extensions  of  the  water  main 
which  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year: 


Situation 

Parish 

Approx,  length  of 

Size 

Extension  in  yds. 

of  pipe 

TheVicarage, 

Little 

393 

2in. 

Little  Missenden 

Missenden 

Keepers  Cottage, 

Amersham 

447 

4in. 

Hyde  Heath. 

The  total  cost  to  the  Council  for  carrying  out  the  above 
extensions  was  £550, 

Negotiations  were  also  commenced  for  a further  extension  of  the 
water  main  to  The  Old  Chapel,  Hyde  Heath. 

Thirty-five  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination,  as  follows : — 

Source  of  Supply 

Rainwater  Bore  Well  Public  Mains 

14  7 3 11 

The  reports  of  the  Bacteriologist  on  26  of  the  samples  were  satis- 
factory, and  the  reports  on  the  other  nine  samples  indicated  con- 
tamination in  varying  degrees.  Appropriate  action  was  taken  in  these 
cases. 

During  the  year  two  Informal  Notices  to  provide  a piped  supply 
of  water  were  served  and  complied  with,  and  a further  Notice  has 
been  served  on  the  owner  of  two  cottages. 

Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  Area 

The  following  is  a summary  of  Sanitary  Inspectors’  visi  s during 
the  year:  — 

General  Sanitation 


Nature  of  Inspection  or  Visit  No. 

Water  Supply  (including  sampling)  ...  ...  ...  ...  87 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  342 

Stables  and  Piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  156 

Outworkers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 
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Public  Conveniences 

Theatres  and  Places  of  Entertainment  ... 

Refuse  Collection:  Refuse  Disposal 
Rats  and  Mice  ... 

Smoke  Observation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  17 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Shops  Acts 

Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  32 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  260 

Informal  Notices  Statutory  Notices 

Served:  87  Served:  14 

Complied  with:  82  Complied  with:  4 

Housing 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts  ... 

Re-visits  paid  to  above  Houses  .. . ...  ...  ...  ...  274 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  under  Housings  Acts  ...  ...  65 

Re-visits  paid  to  above  Houses  .. . ...  ...  ...  ...  107 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  in  connection  with  overcrowding  ...  18 

Re-visits  paid  to  above  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  for  Vermin  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Re-visits  paid  to  above  Houses  .. . ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Visits  in  connection  with  Rural  Housing  Survey  ...  ...  188 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  475 

Infectious  Disease 

Inquiries  in  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  51 

Visits  re  Disinfection 31 

Miscellaneous  13 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

Meat  Inspection,  Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  400 

Other  Premises 33 

Butchers  53 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Grocers 135 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Canteens  1 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Food  Preparing  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Restaurants  13 

Street  Hawkers  and  Vendors’  Carts  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 

Bakehouses  * ’ g 

Visits  in  connection  with  Milk  Sampling  ...  ...  71 

Ice  Cream  Sampling  9q 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits  ...  219 
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Game  Act,  1931 

No.  of  Game  Licences  renewed 

Petroleum  (Regulations)  Acts,  1928  and  1936 

No.  of  Licences  renewed 
1 No.  of  Licences  issued 

•••  •••  ••• 

No.  of  Visits  made 

Factories  Act,  1937 

No.  of  Factories  on  register  at  end  of  year  ... 

No.  of  Visits  and  Inspections  ... 

No.  of  Defects  Found 

No.  of  Defects  Remedied 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

No.  of  Premises  registered 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933 

No.  of  Slaughterman’s  Licences  renewed  ... 

No.  of  New  Licences  issued 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

Milk  Supply 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  continued  to  obtain  and  submit  routine 
samples  of  milk  for  bacteriological  examination,  details  of  which  are 
given  below  : 

Tuberculin  Tested.  Pasteurised  Tuberculin  Tested.  Ungraded. 


( Certified ) 

( Pasteurised ) 

9 

14 

4 

14 

Of  these  39  proved  satisfactory  but  the  results  of  two  Ungraded 
samples  were  “Doubtful.” 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  (PASTEURISED  AND 
STERILISED  MILK)  REGULATIONS,  1949. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  (RAW  MILK)  REGULA- 
TIONS, 1949. 

During  the  year  37  licences  were  issued  under  the  above  Regula- 
tions, 22  to  use  the  designation  Tuberculin  Tested,  11  to  use  the 
designation  Pasteurised  and  four  to  use  the  designation  Sterilised. 


109 

5 

102 


...  132 
...  40 

...  2 
...  2 


...  4 


12 

5 
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Ice  Cream 


Ninety  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted 
examination  and  were  graded  as  follows : — 

for  bacteriological 

Grade  1 

• • • 

25 

Grade  2 

• • • 

26 

Grade  3 

• • • 

22 

Grade  4 

• • • 

17 

A considerable  proportion  of  the  Grade  4 samples  was  of  one 
particular  brand  but  not  necessarily  from  the  same  retailer.  The  matter 
was  taken  up  with  the  manufacturing  firm  concerned,  which  is  outside 
the  rural  district,  and  also  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  district 
in  which  the  premises  are  situated.  As  a result  of  these  representations 
the  position  improved  but  was  not  entirely  satisfactory. 


Meat  Inspection  at  Slaughterhouses 

A total  of  51,141  pigs  was  slaughtered  at  the  Prestwood  and 
Amersham  Slaughterhouses  and  the  following  table  gives  details  of  the 
number  affected  with  disease  other  than  Tuberculosis  and  with 
Tuberculosis  only.  The  figures  show  an  increase  in  the  number  of  pigs 
slaughtered  and  also  in  the  percentage  affected  with  disease.  The  total 
amount  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  at  the  Slaughterhouses  was 
23  tons  3 cwt.  3 qrs.  9 lbs. 


Cattle , 

excluding  \ Cows 
Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  

- 

- 

- 

51,141 

Number  inspected 

"" 

- 

51,141 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

111 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

1417 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis   

2.98 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

22 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

m ■» 

1144 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  

- 

- 

2.27 

35 


Other  Foodstuffs 


The  details  of  other  foodstuffs  condemned  during  the  year,  are 
as  follows : — 


Carcase  Meat 
Sausages 
Canned  Ham 
Bacon 
Cheese 
Butter 
Fruit  Cake 
Wet  Fish 

Eggs 

Chocolate  Rolls 
Coffee 
Fruit  ... 
Sandwich  Spread 
Sunny  Spread 
Peanut  Butter 
Lemon  Curd 
Chicken  Paste 
Pickles 


Tinned  .Goods 

Vegetables 
Fruit  ... 

Meat  ... 

Milk  

Fish 

Jam  

Soup  ... 

Chicken 
Sausages 
Fruit  Juice 
Ravioli 
Cocoa 

Christmas  Pudding 
Tomato  Juice 


693 

lbs. 

54 

33 

15* 

33 

374 

33 

71 

33 

52 

33 

21 

33 

m 

,, 

7 dozen 
1 box 


58  packets 


490 

jars 

5 

33 

2 

33 

16 

33 

1 

33 

1 

33 

2 

33 

1,009 

tins 

1.528 

33 

876 

53 

428 

35 

223 

33 

70 

33 

65 

33 

26 

33 

11 

33 

9 

33 

4 

33 

2 

33 

1 

33 

1 

33 

Rodent  Infestation  and  Destruction,  etc. 

The  work  of  destruction,  etc.,  of  rats  and  mice  as  required  by 
the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  continued  throughout 
the  year.  The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  notified  us  that 
in  future  glis-glis  were  not  to  be  trapped  alive  and  sent  to  their 
Infestation  Control  Division  at  Tolworth,  Surrey,  but  were  to  be 
destroyed  as  pests.  The  work  of  the  Rodent  Othcer  and  the  two 
operatives  is  summarised  as  follows : — 
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No.  of  Premises  inspected  for  rats  and  mice,  etc 4,116 

No.  of  Premises  treated  for  rats  and  mice,  etc *625 

No.  of  Premises  visited  for  glis-glis  ...  ...  ...  ••• 

No.  of  glis-glis  destroyed 

*This  figure  includes  the  treatment  of  89  premises  for  which 
charges  were  made. 

By  request  of  the  British  Museum  one  glis-glis  trapped  alive  has 
been  sent  to  them. 

The  following  information  in  extracted  from  Form  PDR/R.2. 
Type  and  total  estimated  number  of  premises: 

Local  Authority 
Dwelling  Houses 
Business  Premises 

Agricultural  Property  ...  ...  ... 

Class  of  Infestations: 

Major  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Minor  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Notices  served: 

Under  Section  4 

Complaints  in  connection  with  other  rodents,  rabbits,  squirrels, 
etc.,  were  passed  as  received  to  the  County  Agricultural  Executive 
Committee  at  Stoke  Mandeville. 


10 

...  12,387 
...  585 

...  270 

46 

...  555 

1 


Disinfections  and  Disinfestations 


Disinfection  of  Premises  ...  for  T.B.  ... 
Disinfestation  of  Premises  for  fleas 

„ „ „ „ other  insects 


Bedding 


* • « 


• • • 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 — Section  14. 


2 

2 

1 

7 


During  the  year  16  premises  were  registered  under  the  above 
Section,  14  for  the  manufacture  and/or  sale  of  ice  cream,  and  two 
for  the  manufacture  of  sausages,  making  a total  in  the  register  of  113 
premises  registered,  97  for  the  manufacture,  sale  or  storage  of  ice 
cream,  13  for  the  preparation  and  manufacture  of  sausages  and  pre- 
served foods  and  three  for  fish  frying. 

The  Council  adopted  the  recommendation  of  the  Ministry  of 
Food  contained  in  Circular  MF20/51  to  request  occupiers  of  shops 
where  food  is  sold  to  display  a notice  requesting  customers  not  to 
Bring  dogs  into  the  premises.  Cards  were  printed  and  delivered  to  all 
food  shops  where  food  was  displayed  in  such  a manner  that  it  was 
likely  to  become  contaminated  by  dogs. 
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Watercress  Beds 


A sample  of  water  was  obtained  from  a watercress  bed  and  sub- 
mitted for  bacteriological  examination  and  the  result  was  not  satis- 
factory. Swabs  were  placed  in  the  water  supply  to  the  watercress 
beds  and  left  there  for  three  or  four  days:  no  food  poisoning  organ- 
isms were  found  on  bacteriological  examination  of  the  swabs. 

Housing 

Housing  defects  were  again  mainly  dealt  with  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Twenty  cottages  were  represented  under  Section  11  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936,  as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  not 
capable  of  being  rendered  so  fit,  and  in  12  cases  unders takings  were 
given  by  the  owner  not  to  re-let  until  a scheme  of  re-conditioning 
had  been  accepted  by  the  Council  and  carried  out.  Eight  cottages 
were  demolished  as  a result  of  informal  and  formal  action. 

Very  limited  progress  has  been  made  in  connection  with  the 
Rural  Housing  Survey  owing  to  more  urgent  work  requiring  the 
attention  of  the  Department. 

The  provisions  of  Section  20  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  are  now 
becoming  more  widely  known  and  during  the  year  we  received  three 
applications  for  an  Improvement  Grant,  and  approval  was  given  by 
the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  to  two.  Many  other 
enquiries  were  received  and  investigated  and  may  still  result  in  appli- 
cations being  made  next  year. 

In  connection  with  the  camp  sites,  the  Council  agreed  on  a 
policy  of  demolition  of  the  individual  huts  as  and  when  they  became 
vacant  in  four  of  the  five  camps : the  condition  of  many  of  these  huts 
has  caused  concern  to  the  Officers  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
over  a long  period. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  defects  remedied  by  Formal  and 


Informal  action: 

Cesspool  accommodalion  repaired  or  provided  ...  ...  9 

Drains  repaired,  altered  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  17 

New  W.C.  pans  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Larders  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dampness  abated : 

1.  Repairs  to  roof  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

2.  Repairs  to  rainwater  pipes  ...  ...  5 

3.  Repairs  to  rainwater  guttering  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

4.  Repairs  to  external  walls  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Repairs  to  wall  and  ceiling  pL.s.er  ...  ...  ■ ...  ...  11 

Repairs  to  roofs,  walls  and  chimneys  ...  ...  ...  15 

Repairs  to  floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Repairs  to  cooking  ranges  and  grates  ...  ...  ...  10 

Repairs  to  doors  and  windows  ' ...  ...  ...  ...  8 
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Moveable  Dwellings 

The  Council  approved  an  additional  21  applications  for  licences 
to  erect,  station  and  use  moveable  dwellings  and  the  total  number  of 
licences  current  on  31st  December,  1952,  was  96. 

The  licensed  sites  at  Chartridge  and  St.  Leonards  have  been 
satisfactorily  maintained  and  the  amenities  at  the  Chartridge  site  have 
been  considerably  improved. 

i 

Verminous  Premises  , 

A number  of  different  types  of  premises  was  disinfested  during 
the  year,  and  in  most  cases  a five  per  cent,  solution  of  D.D.T.  was 
used.  Smoke  generators  were  also  used  with  considerable  success.  The 
above  were  used  against  fleas,  bed  bugs,  etc. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  PART  1 of  the  ACT 

!•  Inspection^  for.  purpose  s as  ! o hecdth  (including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors'). 


SECTION  IX. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 

OUTWORKERS  (Sections  110  and  111) 

The  number  of  Outworkers  notified  in  accordance  with  Section 
110  (i)  (c)  was  49.  They  were  engaged  in  Brush  making  (39),  Wearing 
Apparel  (5)  and  Textile  Weaving  (5). 


SECTION  X. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

Staff  Examinations  (Superannuation,  etc.) 

Number  examined  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Rehousing  on  Medical  Grounds 

Number  of  cases  investigated  ...  ...  ...  ...  194 

National  Assistance  Acts,  1948  and  1951 

Section  50 — Number  of  Burials  arranged  ...  ...  ...  6 

Section  47 — Number  of  cases  investigated  as  in  need  of 

care  and  attention  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  cases  removed  to  hospital  or  other 
institutions  by  Court  Order  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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APPENDIX  I 


Borough  of  Southwark^ 

Public  Analyst’s  Department, 

Health  Services  Department, 

Walworth  Road,  S.E.17. 


M.41 

ANALYSIS  OF  A SAMPLE  OF  WATER  received  from  the 
AMERSFIAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Sample  of  Water  from  rising  service  main.  Water  supplied  by 
Bucks  Water  Board. 


Appearance  

Reaction  (pH)  

Free  Chlorine  

Total  Solids 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate 
(3  hrs.  @ 98°  F.) 

Hardness,  Temporary 

Hardness,  Permanent 

Hardness  (Total) 

Metals  (Lead,  Copper,  Zinc) 


Clear  and  colourless 


7.3 

Parts  per  Million 
Nil 
344 

15.0 
0.026 
0.003 

4.0 
Nil 


0.14 

225 

26 

251 

. Not  found 


Bacteriological  Examination 

Colonies  on  agar  in  48  hours  @ 37°  C.  ...  0 per  ml. 

Colonies  on  agar  in  72  hours  @ 20°  C.  ...  0 per  ml. 

Coliform  bacilli Not  found  in  50  ml 


From  these  results  I am  of  opinion  that  this  water  is  of  high 

chemical  and  bacteriological  purity  and  suitable  for  drinking  and 
domestic  use. 


( Signed ) D.  H.  BUTTON, 
Public  Analyst. 
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APPENDIX  II 


Borough  of  Southwark, 

Public  Analyst’s  Department, 

Health  Services  Department, 

Walworth  Road,  S.E.17. 


M.43 


ANALYSIS  OF  A SAMPLE  OF  WATER  received  from  the 
AMERSHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Sample  of  Water  from  rising  service  main.  Water  supplied  by 
Gt.  Berkhamsted  Water  Co. 


Appearance 
Reaction  (pH) 

Free  Chlorine 
Total  Solids 
Chlorine  in  Chlorides 
Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 
Albuminoid  Nitrogen 
Nitrate  Nitrogen  ... 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  ... 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate 
(3  hrs.  @ 98  F.) 

Hardness,  Temporary 
Hardness,  Permanent 
Hardness  (Total)  ... 

Metals  (Lead,  Copper,  Zinc) 


. . . Clear  and  colourless 
, . . ...  8.0 

Parts  per  Million 

Nil 

160 

17.0 

Nil 

Nil 

3 * 

• • ••• 

Nil 

0.11 

. . ...  80 

32 

112 

Not  found 


Bacteriological  Examination 

Colonies  on  agar  in  48  hours  @37  C.  ...  0 per  ml. 

Colonies  on  agar  in  72  hours  @20  C.  ...  1 per  ml. 

Coliform  bacilii  ...  ...  ...  ...  Not  found  in  50  ml. 


From  these  results  I am  of  opinion  that  this  water  is  of  high 
chemical  and  bacteriological  purity  and  suitable  for  drinking  and 
domestic  use. 


[Signed)  D.  H.  BUTTON, 
Public  Analvs  . 
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APPENDIX  III 


Borough  of  Southwark, 

Public  Analyst’s  Department, 

Health  Services  Department, 

Walworth  Road,  S.E.17. 


M.42 

ANALYSIS  OF  A SAMPLE  OF  WATER  received  from  the 
AMERSHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Sample  of  Water  from  rising  service  main.  Water  supplied  by 
Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Co.  through 
Amersham  Pumping  Station. 


Appearance 

Reaction  (pH)  

Free  Chlorine 

Total  Solids 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  ... 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  ... 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate 
(3  hrs.  @ 98°  F.) 

Hardness,  Temporary 

Hardness,  Permanent 

Hardness  (Total) 

Metals  (Lead,  Copper,  Zinc) 

★ 

Bacteriological  Examination 


. . . Clear  and  colourless 


7.4 

Parts  per  Million 
Nil 

340 

...  16.0 
Nil 
Nil 
3.0 
Nil 


0.08 

280 

30 

310 

. . . Not  found 


Colonies  on  agar  in  48  hours  @ 37°  C.  ...  2 per  ml. 

Colonies  on  agar  in  72  hours  @ 20°  C.  ...  1 per  ml. 

Coliform  bacilli Not  found  in  50  ml. 


From  these  results  I am  of  opinion  that  this  water  is  of  high 
chemical  and  bacteriological  purity  and  suitable  for  drinking  and 
domestic  use. 

( Signed)  D.  H.  BUTTON, 

Public  Analyst. 
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APPENDIX  IV 


Borough  of  Southwark, 

Public  Analyst’s  Department, 

Health  Services  Department, 

Walworth  Road,  S.E.17. 


M.45 

ANALYSIS  OF  A SAMPLE  OF  WATER  received  from  the 
AMERSHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Sample  of  Water  from  rising  service  main.  Water  supplied  by 
Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Co.  through  Deep 
MU1  Pumping  Station. 


Appearance 
Reaction  (pH) 

Free  Chlorine 

Total  Solids 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  ... 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  ... 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate 
(3  hrs.  @ 98°  F.) 

Hardness,  Temporary 

Hardness,  Permanent 

Hardness  (Total)  ... 

Metals  (Lead,  Copper,  Zinc) 


Clear  and  colourless 
7.1 

Parts  per  Million 
Nil 

310 

14.0 
Nil 
Nil 

5.0 
Nil 

0.11 

260 

30 

290 

. . . Not  found 


Bacteriological  Examination 

Colonies  on  agar  in  48  hours  @ 38  C.  ...  1 per  ml. 

Colonies  on  agar  in  72  hours  @ 20  C.  ...  1 per  ml. 

Coliform  bacilli  ...  ...  ...  ...  Not  found  in  100  ml. 


From  these  results  I am  of  opinion  that  this  water  is  of  high 
chemical  and  bacteriological  purity  and  suitable  for  drinking  and 
domestic  use. 

(Signed)  D.  H.  BUTTON, 

Public  Analyst. 
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APPENDIX  V 


Borough  of  Southwark, 

Public  Analyst’s  Department, 

Health  Services  Department, 

Walworth  Road,  S.E.17. 

M.44 

ANALYSIS  OF  A SAMPLE  OF  WATER  received  from  the 
AMERSHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Sample  of  Water  from  rising  service  main.  Water  supplied  by 
Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Co.  through  the 
Chalfont  Pumping  Station. 


Appearance 

Reaction  (pH)  

Free  Chlorine 

Total  Solids  

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  ... 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate 
(3  hrs.  @ 98°  F.) 

Hardness,  Temporary 

Hardness,  Permanent 

Hardness  (Total)  ... 

Metals  (Lead,  Copper,  Zinc) 


• • • 


Clear  and  colourless 
7.1 

Parts  per  Million 
Nil 

314 

17.0 

0.007 

Nil 

. . . 4.0 

Nil 

...  0.06 

260 
35 
295 

...  Not  found 


Bacteriological  Examination 

Colonies  on  agar  in  48  hours  @ 37°  C.  ...  1 per  ml. 

Colonies  on  agar  in  72  hours  (5)  20  C.  ...  1 per  ml. 

Coliform  bacilli  ...  ...  ...  ...  Not  found  in  100  ml. 


From  these  results  I am  of  opinion  that  this  water  is  of  high 
chemical  and  bacteriological  purity  and  suitable  for  drinking  and 
domestic  use. 


{Signed)  D.  H.  BUTTON, 
Public  Analyst. 
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SCHEDULE  TO  APPENDIX 

SAMPLES  OF  WATER  COLLECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR 
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